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Experiment design
36 items

(1)a No authors [that the critics recommended] have ever written a best-selling novel.

(2)a *The authors [that no critics recommended] have ever written a best-selling novel.

(3)a *The authors [that the critics didn’t recommend] have ever written a best-selling novel.

(4)a *The authors [that the critics recommended] have ever written a best-selling novel.
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Experiment design
36 items, RSVP

(1a) No authors [that the critics recommended] have ever written a best-selling novel.
(etc.)

(untimed) “Was the sentence acceptable?” Yes / No

(untimed) “Did the authors write a best-selling novel?” Yes / No / I can’t answer

Notes: 
- Instructions clarified that definite descriptions in the question (e.g. “the authors”) were intended to 

refer to the same set identified in the sentence
- The “I can’t answer” option was for cases where the sentence was judged unacceptable and you 

can’t figure out the intended meaning. This was used rarely.
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Key points
- NPI illusions do not appear to be driven by the erroneous retrieval of a 

non-c-commanding negative word
- The sentence final interpretation of NPI illusion sentences suggest that 

the illusion of acceptability is not purely a side effect of a prior error in 
scope assignment

- Illusions may be driven by scalar alternatives introduced by the relative 
clause, but more work is needed to understand how globally negative 
interpretations arise
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When an out-of-the-blue statement contains negation, comprehenders must 
infer a context that would justify the use of negation (a question under 
discussion, or QUD).
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Kaup et al., 2007; Lüdtke et al., 2008; Mckinstry et al., 2008; Dale & Duran, 2011



Prior to the NPI - processing negation
When an out-of-the-blue statement contains negation, comprehenders must 
infer a context that would justify the use of negation (a question under 
discussion, or QUD).
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A robin is not a vehicle. A robin is a vehicle.

Is a robin a vehicle?

Wason, 1961; Gough, 1965; Wales & Grieve, 1969; Cornish and Wason, 1970; Trabasso & 
Rollins, 1971; Clark & Chase, 1972; Carpenter & Just, 1975; Fischler et al., 1983; Oaksford 

& Stenning, 1992; Evans et al., 1996; Hasson & Glucksberg, 2006; Prado & Noveck, 2006; 
Kaup et al., 2007; Lüdtke et al., 2008; Mckinstry et al., 2008; Dale & Duran, 2011



What licenses NPIs?
Fauconnier 1975: scalar alternatives
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What licenses NPIs?
Fauconnier 1975: scalar alternatives
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Mary hasn’t ever been to Paris.



What licenses NPIs?
Fauconnier 1975: scalar alternatives
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Mary hasn’t ever been to Paris.
Mary hasn’t been to Paris in the last 10 years.

Mary hasn’t been to Paris in the last 5 years.

Mary hasn’t been to Paris in the last year.
Mary hasn’t been to Paris in the last month.



What licenses NPIs?
Fauconnier 1975: scalar alternatives
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Mary hasn’t ever been to Paris.
Mary hasn’t been to Paris in the last 10 years.

Mary hasn’t been to Paris in the last 5 years.

Mary hasn’t been to Paris in the last year.
Mary hasn’t been to Paris in the last month.



What licenses NPIs?
Fauconnier 1975: scalar alternatives
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Mary has ever been to Paris.
Mary has been to Paris in the last 10 years.

Mary has been to Paris in the last 5 years.

Mary has been to Paris in the last year.
Mary has been to Paris in the last month.



What licenses NPIs?
Fauconnier 1975: scalar alternatives
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*Mary has ever been to Paris.
Mary has been to Paris in the last 10 years.

Mary has been to Paris in the last 5 years.

Mary has been to Paris in the last year.
Mary has been to Paris in the last month.


